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TYPES 

OF

BARRIERS 

TO

COMMUNICATION

LINGUISTIC 
BARRIERS

PSYCHOLOGICAL 
BARRIERS

INTERPERSONAL 
BARRIERS

CULTURAL 
BARRIERS

PHYSICAL 
BARRIERS

ORGANIZATIONAL 
BARRIERS
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LINGUISTIC/ SEMANTIC BARRIERS

Linguistic means related to the language whereas semantic means the 
meaning of the words.

• Language difference

• Dialects and different accent

• Badly expressed message

• Faulty translations

• Technical Jargons

• Unclarified assumptions



PSYCHOLOGICAL BARRIERS

• Lack of attention

• Premature evaluation

• Poor retention

• Distrust 

• Loss in transmission

• Different perception
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CULTURAL BARRIERS
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PHYSICAL BARRIERS

• Noise

• Distance

• Time

• Channel 
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ORGANIZATIONAL BARRIERS

• Organizational policy

• Rules and regulations

• Status of relationship

• Complex organizational structure

• Organizational facilities
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INTERPERSONAL BARRIERS

• Fear 

• Distrust

• Attitude

• Ego
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